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Yes 

Yes Yes 

No 

Yes

Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes 

Infectious waste box 

Biologically 

contaminated or 

infectious solids 

Biohazard sharps containers 

Biologically contaminated 

needles, syringes, and 

razorblades 

Chemical sharps containers 

Chemically contaminated 

sharps or non-contaminated 

sharps 

Lab solid waste box
(white) 

Only Non-Haz Solid 
Chemically

contaminated waste or 
clean 

broken glass

Liquid chemical waste 

containers 

Solvents, organic acids, 

inorganic acids, bases, or 

aqueous solutions 

No 

Yes 

No No Yes 

Yes 

No 

No No 

Yes No No No No 

Yes No 

Is the 

object/material 

contaminated, 

or potentially 

contaminated?

(even clean 
nitriles place in 

lab trash)

Is the 

object/material 

chemically 

contaminated? 

Is the object/material 

an empty, intact, 

original container? 

Is the object/material 

contaminated broken 

glassware, contaminated 

gloves, or solid chemically 
contaminated waste 

Triple rinse (collecting waste 

water as chemical waste), 

deface original label, mark 

“triple rinse,” remove lid, 

and dispose of in trash or 
recycling dumpster

Dispose of in an EHS 
White Lab trash box 

labeled with an orange 
waste label and  lined 

with a trash bag 

Is the 

object/material a 

needle, syringe, 

razorblade, or pose 
a puncture hazard?

Dispose of in a 

green sharps 

container with 

orange waste label 

Is the object/material 

liquid waste? 

(ABSOLUTEY NO LIQUID 
IN SOLID LAB TRASH 

BOXES)

Is the liquid contained 
in a sample vial? 

(LESS THAN 15 ml)

Is the 

object/material 

biologically 

contaminated or 

infectious? 

Is the object/material 

a non-hazardous 

powder? 

Contain in a plastic bag 

and dispose of in an EHS

White Lab trash box lined

with a trash bag 

Is the object a needle, 

syringe, or razor

blade? 

Is the 

object/material 

a needle, 

syringe, or 

razorblade? 

Dispose of in red 

sharps container 

(this goes in 
Infectious waste box 
once full)-No orange 

Label necessary

Is the 

object/material 

liquid waste? 

Is the 

object/material 

contaminated 

broken glassware, 

contaminated 

gloves, or any 

other solid waste? 

Autoclave, then 

dispose of in an 

infectious waste 

cardboard box 

lined with (2) 

infectious waste 

bag liners 

Is the 

object/material 

an animal 

carcasses? 

Is the 

object/material 

a gel? 

Dispose of in 

infectious 

waste box 

Discard 

through 

chemical waste 

program 

Is the gel 
Ethidum 
bromide or 
agarose? 

Get approval 

from EHS, 

sanitize liquid, 

and discard into 

sewer system 

Double-bag using 

infectious waste bags 

and move to cold 

storage for disposal

into infectious waste 
box before scheduled 

pick-up

Yes Yes 

Dispose of in regular 

trash for custodial 

service to handle  

Dispose of in a 

green sharps 

container with 

orange waste label 

Does the material 
present a puncture 
hazard (pipet tips, 

broken glass)

No 

Yes 

Dispose of in a 

green sharps 

container with 

orange waste label 

Dispose of in approved 

liquid waste container 

with orange label and 

place in appropriate 

secondary container 

Sealed vials can be placed in a 6 
mil SEALED bag (thicker zip lock) 

or secondary container lined 
with a Bag and a lid. Orange 

label placed on bag or container 

No Yes 

last revision May-2018

NO BATTERIES OR COMBUSTIBLE POWDERS ARE TO BE PLACED IN 
THE SOLID LAB TRASH BOXES- CALL EHS FOR DISPOSAL
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